




Homeschool Connections
Class Descriptions 2016-2017 

Monday, 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

¡Soy Bilingüe! 
Teacher:  Emily Norton
Age:  8 - 11
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  Students need to 
bring a small box of 
crayons or colored pencils, 
age appropriate scissors, 
glue stick, pencil, and 
eraser every week.  If there 
should be a special item 
needed for a specific 
project, parents will be 
notified with plenty of time 
and it will not be an 
expensive item (for
example: a white tee shirt, 
dollar store toy, a yard of
fabric).

Description: ¡Hola, Amigos! Welcome to "¡Soy 
Bilingüe!," which means "I'm bilingual!"  This is a class 
for elementary age students who want to learn 
conversational Spanish.  At the beginning of the year, 
students will be given a notebook which will be filled
throughout the year with bilingual stories, worksheets 
for numbers, colors, conversation basics, and basic 
vocabulary exercises, fun interactive songs, and even 
some cultural information about life in Central and South 
America.  Around the holidays, we will look at how 
different countries celebrate, learn about folkloric dances
and music, and even have special guests throughout the 
year that will come in their traditional outfits 
representing their home country.  One of the highlights 
of the year is writing to our international pen pals, and if 
possible we will even skype and facetime with some of 
them. *** Please note that this class is perfect for new 
comers AND for those exiting Habla Español from last
year.***If your child took Habla Español last year, this 
will be a great transition to more advanced Spanish 
words and conversation and will continue cultivating 
their love of learning languages.  If your child is new to 
the elementary levels of Spanish classes offered at 
Connections, there is no problem, they will not be left
behind.  The first few weeks will be spent getting all 
students to the same level before moving on to more 
advanced words.  Students need to be at an English 
reading level where they can sound out basic words, as 
this will greatly help them sound out Spanish words.  
There is no need to be a fluent reader, but basic reading 
and writing skills will be helpful.  I am looking forward to 
sharing my bilingual life and multicultural world with
your child this upcoming school year! 

Advanced Band Starts at 9:40, Ends at 11:10
Teacher:  Robin Stangland
Age:  11 & up
Prerequisite:  Teacher’s 
permission and audition if 
you are new to this class.
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$10 copy/supply fee per 

Description: Advanced Band is a concert band for 
students who have played for 3+ years.  If you are new 
to advanced band you must complete an audition and 
receive the teacher's permission to join.  We will be 
playing high school level music.  We will have two 
concerts per year and one band festival in the Spring.  
Attendance is required at all performances.  Students 
are expected to practice 20-30 minutes a day, 5 times a 
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year
Cost Details:  Parents play 
for free.
Text:  TBA

week.  Sheet music will be on loan to the student and 
must be turned in when done.  If you have any 
questions, email Robin at stangla@comcast.net.

Biology Starts at 8:30
Teacher:  Cyd Adler
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  General 
Science and Physical 
Science preferred but not 
required.  Ability to read,
write, and comprehend at a 
9th grade level.
Cost:  $80 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$65 copy/supply fee per 
year
Cost Details:  Includes 
bound lab notebooks, 
dissection specimens, and 
lab supplies.
Text:  1) Exploring 
Creation with Biology, by 
Jay Wile, 2nd edition (do 
not get the 1st edition), 
ISBN: 1932012575
2) Tests and solutions 
guide is optional

Description: This course emphasizes God's creative 
design that is so evident in living things.  We will study 
the science of biology and the classification of living 
things.  In separate modules we will learn about 
biochemistry, cells, cellular reproduction, genetics,
ecosystems, and creation vs. evolution.  The five major
kingdoms are studied individually with one module each 
for Monera, Protista, and Fungi, four modules devoted to 
animals and one to plants.  There are many hands-on 
experiments which will include the use of microscopes 
and dissections of prepared specimens.  This is an 
intensive study which will prepare students for college
level classes.  Students will be expected to read 20-25 
pages of text, complete study guides, tests, and lab 
notebook entries for each module (chapter).  Two weeks 
will be allotted to each module.  Class time is spent on 
lecture, hands-on experiments, testing and videos.  This 
class fulfills the requirement for a high school lab 
science. 

Intermediate Latin 
Teacher:  Analiisa Reichlin
Age:  9 - 12
Prerequisite:  Beginning 
Latin or teacher’s 
permission.
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$40 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  1) Latin for Children 
Primer A,
ISBN: 9781600510007
2) Latin for Children Primer 
A activity book, 
ISBN: 9781600510052
3) Headventure Land online 
membership (we will order 
together to receive a 

Description: This year, we’ll continue the Latin journey 
we started in Beginning Latin.  We’ll build a solid 
foundation of both English and Latin grammar, 
vocabulary, derivatives, and translation.  By the end of 
the year, students will have learned over 250 Latin 
words plus all of their endings.  Students will also 
develop literary and cultural appreciation for the 
Romans through fascinating stories and projects like 
Roman sword fighting and shield making.  Both a Roman 
gladius and shield will be given as part of the class
materials.  As well, the arts will continue to be 
integrated into the classroom to augment the growth of 
neural pathways in the brain so that learning is more 
cohesive and permanent!
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significant group discount)

Introduction to Fiber Arts
Teacher:  Lois Meythaler
Age:  10 - 13
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per 
year
Cost Details:  Donations 
of supplies from a stitchery 
club are keeping the supply 
fee at a more reasonable 
rate.  The class will be able 
to thank them by sharing 
pictures of their projects.
Text:  1) Small scissors
2) Ruler
3) Thimble is optional

Description: Fiber Arts use natural or synthetic fibers 
to create fine art.  While using hands-on projects to give 
students opportunity to learn the basic skills of some of 
the arts, this class will also explore the diversity of fiber 
arts through history and literature, as well as the 
variations in different cultures.  The class is designed to
have some flexibility of skill levels and may include 
counted cross stitch, embroidery, appliqué, quilting, 
crochet, among some of the many options.  The student 
will learn how to read the instructions or charts of 
patterns, as well as about the tools and materials 
commonly used.  The student will also design their own 
projects.  All projects will be done by hand and may
require time outside of class to complete. 

More Mixed Media Art 
Teacher:  Adele George
Age:  8 - 11
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per 
year

Description: Create new fun works of art and learn the 
techniques used by artists!  Students will learn the 
elements and principles of design.  This class will go into 
deeper, more involved art projects.  We’ll use a variety 
of media such as paper, collage, oil and chalk pastels, 
tempera, acrylics, ink, colored pencil, paper mache, and
clay, creating both 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional 
art.  This will be an enjoyable class where students will 
be able to express their creativity.  All projects will be 
completed in class.

Open Study Hall 
Teacher:  No Teacher
Age:  6 & up

Description: This is the only study hall available on 
Mondays.  If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 
need to be in this room, in the playroom, or in their car 
with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be
used before your family's first class or after your 
family's last class.  Study hall students ages six and 
seven must have an adult, who is directly responsible 
for them, in the room with them at all times.  While this 
room does not provide a quiet atmosphere for studying, 
there are designated tables labeled “Study Tables” 
intended for students who desire to work.  The other
portion of the room is provided for visiting, games, or 
group activities.  Behavior and volume should reflect an 
appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents and 
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fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed.  Quiet 
studying is available at the “Quiet Study Tables” directly 
outside the study hall room or may be done in your car 
with parental supervision.  Students at the quiet study 
tables must be signed into the study hall.

PE 
Teacher:  Pam Delaney
Age:  5 - 7
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per 
year

Description: This class is designed with the goals that 
the students have fun while getting exercise and 
developing basic athletic skills.  We will play a variety of 
sports, activities, and games in class.  This is a 
combination indoor/outdoor class; when weather 
permits, we will be outside.  Students should wear 
tennis shoes, comfortable clothes, have a jacket when it 
is cool, and bring a water bottle.  There will be no 
homework.  Parents may be requested to help on a 
rotating basis. 

Playroom 
Teacher:  Playroom
Coordinator
Age:  0 - 7
Cost:  $20 copy/supply fee 
per year
Cost Details:  One fee for 
the entire family covers all 
hours.

Description: The playroom is designed to give toddlers 
to seven-year-olds a safe environment to play while 
their siblings attend classes.  On a rotating basis, 
parents will supervise, bring activities, or provide
snacks.  The activities rotate to add variety to the hours 
and should be simple in order to appeal to the wide age 
span.  Snacks are served during the 2nd and 5th hours.  
All participating parents must complete Washington 
State Patrol forms, which will remain confidential. 

Monday, 10:10 AM to 11:10 AM

¡Hablo Español! 
Teacher:  Emily Norton
Age:  5 - 7
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  Students will need 
to bring a small box of 
crayons or colored pencils, 
age appropriate scissors,
glue stick, pencil, and 
eraser every week.  If there 
should be a special item 
needed for a specific 
project, parents will be

Description: ¡Hola, Amigos! Welcome to "¡Hablo 
Español!" which means "I speak Spanish!" This class is 
an interactive beginner’s Spanish class, perfect for new 
comers AND for those returning from last year's Hablo 
Español class.  At the beginning of the year, students 
will be given a notebook which will be filled throughout 
the year with bilingual stories, basic vocabulary 
exercises, fun interactive songs, and some cultural 
information about life in Central and South America. 
Around the holidays, we will look at how different 
countries celebrate, learn about folkloric dances and 
music, and even have special guests throughout the 
year that will come in their traditional outfits 
representing their home country.  I am looking forward 
to sharing my bilingual life and multicultural world with 
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notified with plenty of time 
and it will not be an 
expensive item (for 
example: a white tee shirt, 
dollar store toy, a yard of
fabric).

your child this upcoming school year! 

Advanced Band (2) Starts at 9:40, Ends at 11:10
Teacher:  Robin Stangland
Age:  11 & up

Description: See description under 9:00 am classes. 

Drama C 
Teacher:  Marianni Groves
Age:  10 - 13
Cost:  $55 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$45 copy/supply fee per 
semester

Description: Connections' Drama Performance Series is 
a student-centered experience focused on working 
together to hone basic acting skills, create characters,
cultivate creativity, and improve confidence, all while 
experiencing the vital art of collaboration.  This high-
energy class will act as a springboard for students who 
know they love the theater!  Throughout the year, we 
will focus on becoming an ensemble through dynamic 
and challenging games and exercises.  Simultaneously,  
we will work with a script, rehearse our play, and 
perform it for our friends, family, and community! 
Expectations: mandatory memorization, regular 
attendance, 1-1.5 hours a week outside of class.  
Parents will be asked to provide five to ten hours of 
production work throughout the year in costumes, 
props, makeup, ticket work, house management, etc.

Foundations of Faith - Study in The Book of Romans 
Teacher:  Eric Johnson
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$15 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  Insights on Romans 
(Swindoll's Living Insights 
New Testament 
Commentary), by Charles 
Swindoll, Published 
12/1/2015, 
ISBN: 978-1414393858

Description: Is your spiritual foundation strong enough 
to weather whatever the world throws at you?  A recent 
survey conducted by the Barna Group, a leading 
research organization whose focus is on the relationship 
of faith and culture, found that less than 1 percent of 
the young adult population in the United States has a 
biblical worldview.  They also found that of the 
disturbing number of young people between the ages of 
18-23 that leave the Christian faith - one of the key
reasons they do so is intellectual skepticism.  As 
believers, we cannot afford to be influenced and 
deceived by many of the things that society is telling us 
– or as Ephesians 4:14 says “so that we may no longer 
be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by
craftiness in deceitful schemes.” This class is a critical
study of the revolutionary and life changing letter from 
the Apostle Paul to the church in Rome.  Martin Luther 
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said about the book of Romans: “This letter is truly the 
most important piece in the New Testament.  It is purest 
Gospel.  It is well worth a Christian’s while not only to 
memorize it word for word but also to occupy himself 
with it daily, as though it were the daily bread of the 
soul.” While we will not memorize the book in this class,
we will definitely consume it like a hearty meal for our 
mind and soul.  You will learn how to study the bible 
while being challenged in your faith.  By the end of this 
class, you will be equipped with the tools necessary to 
be successful in discerning the intended meaning of 
scripture.  This class will include weekly quizzes, 
assigned daily reading from the text book and the book 
of Romans, and weekly written summaries (at least one 
page in length) covering both the lecture material and 
reading assignments.

General Science 
Teacher:  Cyd Adler
Age:  10 - 13
Prerequisite:  Read, write, 
and comprehend at grade 
level.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$50 copy/supply fee per
year
Cost Details:  Includes 
spiral bound student 
notebook and lab supplies.
Text:  Exploring Creation 
with General Science,  by 
Dr. Jay Wile, 2nd edition, 
Publisher:  Apologia 
Educational Ministries, 
ISBN: 978-1932012866, 
solution manual not 
required

Description: Designed to be a student's first systematic 
introduction to the sciences, this course includes a 
history of science, the scientific method, and how to 
design an experiment.  Subjects covered include simple 
machines, archaeology, geology, paleontology, biology, 
and human anatomy and physiology.  Many hands-on 
experiments.  Students will be expected to read 15 - 20 
pages of text, complete notebook activities, and do 
experimental write-up for each chapter.  Two weeks per 
chapter.  Class time includes experiments, discussion, 
videos and testing. 

Great American Artists 
Teacher:  Adele George
Age:  8 - 11
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per 
year

Description: This class will introduce students to 
famous American artists throughout America's history.  
We will study American artists and the techniques they 
used.  We'll then create our own piece of artwork based 
on what we've learned from each particular artist.  The 
class will also touch on what was happening in American 
history during the lifetime of each artist that may have
influenced their work.  Students will learn about the 
elements and principles of design.  We'll use a variety of 
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mediums including collage, chalk and oil pastel, 
watercolor, acrylics, tempera, colored-pencil, paper 
mache, and clay.  Students will learn many facets of 
artistic expression and grow in their confidence as 
artists. 

High School Health 
Teacher:  Lisa Travis
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  1) Total Health, 
Choices for a Winning 
Lifestyle, by Susan Boe
2) Legacy Institute 
material, by Carrie Abbott
3) Various other books and 
articles as supplements

Description: The subject of health will be approached 
holistically covering all aspects of our healthy living from 
a Biblical perspective.  This includes a unit on physical 
health which covers an overview of the human body and 
all its systems, nutrition, exercise, and discussion of 
disease.  A unit on mental/emotional health will cover 
stress and anxiety, self-image, and life choices.  A unit
on social/relational health, which is a strong influence in 
the high school years, will include how to have healthy 
relationships with friends, parents, and romantic 
interests.  A unit on spiritual health will focus on the 
most important relationship of all...the one with Jesus.  
It will include a solid understanding of who God is, 
spiritual growth, spiritual disciplines, biblical worldview,
and exploring a vision for your life.  Students should 
expect up to 2-3 hours of homework per week.  This 
class will not only teach health facts, but challenge high 
school students in many real life issues through 
discussions and interactive activities. This course will 
fulfill one credit of health/physical education.

Mystery of History, Volume I
Teacher:  Kerry Munson
Age:  8 - 11
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$50 copy/supply fee per 
semester
Cost Details:  Includes 
binders, maps, 
notebooking/art pages, 
craft/art supplies, copies, 
and binding of timeline
books.
Text:  The Mystery of 
History, Volume I: 
Creation to the 
Resurrection, by Linda 
Hobar, 2nd edition

Description: This class will weave ancient world history 
and Biblical history together!  Weekly activities include: 
weekly reading (mandatory for class participation) and 
homework, games based on the challenge cards, 
coloring or arts projects related to week’s lessons, 
mapping, and creating timeline books with illustrations 
using History Through the Ages.  At the end of each 
semester we will have oral and visual presentations.  
The class will be busy learning and having fun; much 
will be expected from the students and it should be a 
very rewarding year! 

Open Study Hall 
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Teacher:  No Teacher
Age:  6 & up

Description: This is the only study hall available on 
Mondays.  If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 
need to be in this room, in the playroom, or in their car 
with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be
used before your family's first class or after your 
family's last class.  Study hall students ages six and 
seven must have an adult, who is directly responsible 
for them, in the room with them at all times.  While this 
room does not provide a quiet atmosphere for studying, 
there are designated tables labeled “Study Tables” 
intended for students who desire to work.  The other
portion of the room is provided for visiting, games, or 
group activities.  Behavior and volume should reflect an 
appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents and 
fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed.  Quiet 
studying is available at the “Quiet Study Tables” directly 
outside the study hall room or may be done in your car 
with parental supervision.  Students at the quiet study 
tables must be signed into the study hall.

Playroom 
Teacher:  Playroom 
Coordinator
Age:  0 - 7
Cost:  $20 copy/supply fee 
per year
Cost Details:  One fee for 
the entire family covers all 
hours.

Description: The playroom is designed to give toddlers 
to seven-year-olds a safe environment to play while 
their siblings attend classes.  On a rotating basis, 
parents will supervise, bring activities, or provide
snacks.  The activities rotate to add variety to the hours 
and should be simple in order to appeal to the wide age 
span.  Snacks are served during the 2nd and 5th hours.  
All participating parents must complete Washington 
State Patrol forms, which will remain confidential. 

Research and Report Writing
Teacher:  Alice Wescott
Age:  13 & up
Prerequisite:  May NOT be 
taken concurrently with 
Essay Writing.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  MLA Handbook for 
Writers of Research Papers, 
by Gibaldi, 7th edition, 
ISBN: 1603290249

Description: First semester, students will be “walked 
through” the steps to writing a research paper as they 
write two reports.  Second semester, they will use these 
skills to produce a major research paper.  Supporting 
skills, such as summarizing and note taking, will also be
taught.  Students should plan on 1½-2 hours of 
homework per week, but this will vary depending on 
what phase of the paper we are in.  Additionally, time 
will need to be spent in the library for this class.  Past 
students regularly contact me to say that this class 
greatly helped them be prepared for the papers they 
had to write in college. 
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Monday, 11:20 AM to 12:20 PM 

Beginning Band Meets both days
Teacher:  Robin Stangland
Age:  10 & up
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$10 copy/supply fee per 
year
Cost Details:  Parents play 
for free.
Text:  TBA

Description: The goal of Beginning Band is to teach a 
band instrument to someone who may or may not have 
had any prior musical experience.  The student may 
begin on flute, clarinet, trumpet, or trombone.  Later in
the year they may switch to other instruments of the 
band such as saxophone, percussion, horn, etc.  The 
teacher will demonstrate all of the instruments the first 
day of class and will check lips, hands, and teeth to 
make sure they choose an instrument they can be
successful playing.  You will also be given information on
renting or buying an instrument.  Please do not choose 
an instrument until after the first class meeting.  We will 
have two concerts per year and possibly a band festival 
in March.  Attendance is required at all performances.  
Class meets twice a week until January, then we will 
have sectionals every other week, so you may not need 
to come both days each week.  Students are expected to 
practice 20-30 minutes a day, 5 times a week.  Sheet 
music will be on loan to the student and must be turned 
in when done.  Students from Intermediate, Advanced, 
and Wind Ensemble who want to learn a second 
instrument will be put on a waiting list for Beginning 
Band until September, then if there is still room in the 
class they will be able to join.  If you are playing a 
second instrument, have already played in band a year, 
and you obtain Robin’s approval, you only have to come 
to band on Monday.  If you have any questions, email 
Robin at stangla@comcast.net. 

Drama B 
Teacher:  Marianni Groves
Age:  9 - 11
Cost:  $55 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$45 copy/supply fee per 
semester

Description: Connections' Drama Performance Series is 
a student-centered experience focused on working 
together to hone basic acting skills, create characters,
cultivate creativity, and improve confidence, all while 
experiencing the vital art of collaboration.  This high-
energy class will act as a springboard for students who 
know they love the theater!   Throughout the year, we 
will focus on becoming an ensemble through dynamic 
and challenging games and exercises.  Simultaneously, 
we will work with a script, rehearse our play, and 
perform it for our friends, family, and community!  
Expectations: mandatory memorization, 1-1.5 hours a
week outside of class.  Parents will be asked to provide 
five to ten hours of production work throughout the year 
in costumes, props, makeup, ticket work, house 
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management, etc. 

Essay Writing
Teacher:  Alice Wescott
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  
Introduction to Essay
Writing is recommended.  
May NOT be taken 
concurrently with Research 
and Report.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per 
year

Description: This class will focus on the writing skills 
necessary to be successful in high school and college.  
First semester, the basic components of essays will be 
taught.  Second semester, we will study specific types of 
essays: compare/contrast essays, persuasive essays, 
writing critiques, and other types of essays.  This class 
will meet the requirements for one-half to one English 
credit, which will be determined by the parent teacher.  
There will be 1½ to 2 hours of homework each week.  
Past students regularly contact me to say that this class 
was one of the best classes they took for preparing 
them for college writing. 

Imagine Me
Teacher:  Analiisa Reichlin
Age:  3 - 5
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per 
year

Description: In Imagine Me, your child's natural love of 
storytelling and imaginative play is combined with age-
appropriate activities that introduce musical concepts 
and foster independence, social and emotional skills, 
language growth, and self-control.  This year we'll travel 
to the farm, take a trip into the city and write our own 
opera, vacation at the beach and more!  Musical 
activities and the creative arts are integrated with vocal 
development, movement and literature to capture your 
child's potential to learn, and encourage cognitive and 
literacy skills, creativity and individuality.  Imagine 
Me...dancing, singing, acting, crafting, exploring and 
learning! 

Life Science
Teacher:  Pam Delaney
Age:  11 - 13
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per
semester
Text:  Science: Order and 
Design, by A Beka Book 
(2012), ISBN: 11550903

Description: This is a creation-based life science course 
designed to prepare middle school students for high 
school science.  We will study scientific method, plants, 
microscopy, classification, animals, the human body,
insects, and principles of physical science.  Class lab 
time will include work with microscopes, dissections, and 
more.  Students should expect two hours per week of 
homework with both reading assignments and science 
activities.  Science should be fun, easy to understand, 
and interesting.  By the end of the year, the teacher 
hopes the students will be amazed with God’s creation 
and will feel capable of and interested in tackling more
advanced science coursework.  
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More Fun with Literature 
Teacher:  Adele George
Age:  6 - 8
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per 
year

Description: A love for language arts will be 
encouraged when children are exposed to wonderful 
literature and stories.  This class will introduce students 
to new and excellent literature.  We'll use interesting 
and age-appropriate picture and chapter books.  This 
class will explore different types of literature and at the
same time reinforce language arts skills.  We'll do many 
fun enrichment activities that will encourage students, 
regardless of reading level, to love literature and 
reading.  Activities will include games, puzzles, art, class 
discussion, and hands-on projects. 

Open Study Hall 
Teacher:  No Teacher
Age:  6 & up

Description: This is the only study hall available on 
Mondays.  If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 
need to be in this room, in the playroom, or in their car 
with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be
used before your family's first class or after your 
family's last class.  Study hall students ages six and 
seven must have an adult, who is directly responsible 
for them, in the room with them at all times.  While this 
room does not provide a quiet atmosphere for studying, 
there are designated tables labeled “Study Tables” 
intended for students who desire to work.  The other
portion of the room is provided for visiting, games, or 
group activities.  Behavior and volume should reflect an 
appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents and 
fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed.  Quiet 
studying is available at the “Quiet Study Tables” directly 
outside the study hall room or may be done in your car 
with parental supervision.  Students at the quiet study 
tables must be signed into the study hall.

Playroom 
Teacher:  Playroom 
Coordinator
Age:  0 - 7
Cost:  $20 copy/supply fee 
per year
Cost Details:  One fee for 
the entire family covers all 
hours.

Description: The playroom is designed to give toddlers 
to seven-year-olds a safe environment to play while 
their siblings attend classes.  On a rotating basis, 
parents will supervise, bring activities, or provide
snacks.  The activities rotate to add variety to the hours 
and should be simple in order to appeal to the wide age 
span.  Snacks are served during the 2nd and 5th hours.  
All participating parents must complete Washington 
State Patrol forms, which will remain confidential. 
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Proverbs 31: A Smart Girl's Guide 
Teacher:  Cynthia Gillam
Age:  12 - 16
Prerequisite:  Willing to 
try new things and serious 
about growing in God.
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$45 copy/supply fee per
year

Description: This class will focus on the character and 
skills a Proverbs 31 young lady would be developing.  
Going through the verses, the girls will work to develop 
confidence, character, a God-seeking heart and many 
skills that can lead to their success in becoming P31
woman.  Topics covered: Using "S.O.A.P" to study 
scripture, personality traits, business basics, first aid, 
menu planning, table setting, Food Handler's permit, 
discipline, health, fitness, money management, multi-
tasking, cleaning, chores, quilling, fashion, modesty, 
charity, etiquette, home decorating, and more! 
Homework: girls must do five - S.O.A.P notebook entries 
per week.  Evaluation: There will be concepts/skills to be 
applied at home and several student and parent 
evaluations to show individual progress, quizzes, a 
menu plan, an interview and paper, and a business card 
or business flyer that will be graded.  Approximately 2-4 
hours of homework per week (most is very hands-on).  
This is worth one Occupational Education High School 
credit as required by WA state for graduation.  A
transcript description of this class with details is 
available upon request.  No textbook needed for 
students.  Resources I use: "Personality Plus" by 
Florence Littauer, "Discipline" by Elisabeth Elliot, 
"Disciplines of the Beautiful Woman" by Anne Ortlund, 
"Keepers at Home", "Life-change series-Proverbs", 
"Dare to be Different" by Fred Hartley, "Beautiful 
Girlhood" by Karen Andreola, "The Power of True 
Success, How to Build Character in Your Life" (by 
Institute in Basic Life Principles), and "Home-Based
Business for Dummies." 

Reader’s Workshop 
Teacher:  Emily Lorelli
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$10 copy/supply fee per 
year
Cost Details:  If student is 
enrolled in Writer's 
Workshop, the supply fee is 
waived.
Text:  It is highly 
recommended that 
students purchase the 
novels we read in class for 
purposes of annotation. 

Description: Reading and discussing great literature 
creates better readers, and better readers are better 
writers.  However, when do we really have the chance to 
sit down with our peers to discuss great literature?  
Reader’s Workshop will provide students the opportunity 
to read and analyze a number of the books high school
students “should” read before college.  The class will be
organized a lot like a book club with weekly meetings.  
The first book of the year will be selected by the 
teacher; subsequent books will be chosen by the class 
from "The College Board:  101 Great Books 
Recommended for College-Bound Readers."  As we read, 
students will receive instruction on how to be engaged,
responsive, and interpretive readers.  Students will 
develop these skills in weekly reading journals.  Grades 
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ISBN numbers will be 
provided so that everyone 
has the same edition.  Low-
cost paperback editions will 
be prioritized whenever 
possible.

will be based on participation in online discussion 
groups, class discussions, reading journals, and other 
short writing assignments.  Students should anticipate 
2-3 hours of (reading and writing) homework each 
week.  This class is worth half an English credit.  This 
class taken along with Writer’s Workshop equals one full 
English credit. 

Writing Club 1 
Teacher:  Laurie Morrison
Age:  11 - 13
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$20 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  1) Write Source 
2000, find used, 
ISBN: 0-669-46773-1 or 
ISBN: 0-669-46774-X
2) Pocket dictionary and 
thesaurus

Description: This writing skills class will introduce the 
student to writing keyword outlines and then 
transforming that outline into the writing of a
paragraph.  Style elements that make the writing more 
varied and interesting will be modeled and taught.  
Writing materials from the Excellence in Writing program 
by Andrew Pudewa will be provided and used.  Basic 
punctuation, grammar, and proofreading practice 
included in this class.  A three-paragraph report will be 
an assignment during the second semester, as well as 
writing new stories from old fables and from pictures.  
Parent involvement greatly increases student success.  
Weekly homework assigned, 1-2 hours, with the goal of
keeping writing fun!  It works! 

Monday, 1:05 PM to 2:05 PM

Advanced Jazz Ensemble 
Teacher:  Kevin Hall
Age:  11 & up
Prerequisite:  
Intermediate home school
jazz band last year and/or 
audition.
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$35 copy/supply fee per
year

Description: Advanced Jazz Ensemble is for 
instrumentalists who want to perform and learn about 
jazz at a higher level.  The ensemble combines more
advanced musicians for a unique learning experience, 
while emphasizing big band, swing, and contemporary 
jazz music.  A minimum of three performances are 
scheduled.  Regular, individual practice is expected and 
private lessons are suggested.  Instrumentation is as 
follows: 2-4: piano/guitar/bass/drum set, 2-5 trumpets, 
2-5 trombones, 2-6 saxes.  Students must be able to 
read music and commit to the entire year (September –
May). 

Beginning Latin
Teacher:  Analiisa Reichlin
Age:  8 - 11
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$35 copy/supply fee per
year

Description: Did you know that 50% of all English 
words are derived from Latin?  Young children's brains 
are ripe for learning a language, and studying Latin has 
the added benefit of increasing English vocabulary and 
improving the understanding and usage of English
grammar, all while learning to read, write, speak, and 
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Text:  1) Latin for Children 
Primer A,
ISBN: 9781600510007
2) Headventure Land online 
membership (we will order 
together to receive a 
significant group discount)

translate sentences in Latin.  Students will also develop 
literary and cultural appreciation for the Romans and 
connect how the Romans still influence the world today 
through projects like mosaic tile making, creating a Latin 
version of Clue, and performing plays in Latin.  As well, 
the arts will be integrated into the classroom to promote 
the growth of neural pathways in the brain so that the
learning is more cohesive and permanent! 

Drama A, Arts Adventure 
Teacher:  Marianni Groves
Age:  7 - 9
Cost:  $55 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per 
semester

Description: This class will tackle the world of 
storytelling.  We will use different themes (a few 
examples – Under the Sea, World Travel, Planets and 
Stars, Rainbows) under whose umbrella we will explore
the vast world of storytelling and adventure through 
drama, art, team work, and music.  Every 8 weeks we 
will start on a new story.

Five in a Row Geography
Teacher:  Lisa Bailey
Age:  5 - 7
Cost:  $45 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  A list of books will 
be sent this summer if you 
would like to buy them for 
your family.  Most can be 
checked out at the library.

Description: In this class, students explore exceptional 
children’s literature through the popular “Five in a Row” 
curriculum.  This class focuses on geography as we take 
a yearlong trip around the world.  A unit study approach 
includes investigation into social studies, writing, art, 
and science topics.  Every two weeks, a well written and
illustrated picture book takes center stage.  Students 
hear the book read aloud; indicate on a map the location 
of the story; learn various literary and artistic 
techniques; and experience hands-on projects, games, 
skits, and songs.  Titles include Climbing Kansas 
Mountains, How to Make an Apple Pie and See the 
World, Grandfather’s Journey, When I Was Young in the 
Mountains and Very Last First Time. 

French 3 
Teacher:  Susie Tucker 
Boer
Age:  15 & up
Prerequisite:  French 2
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$60 copy/supply fee per 
year
Cost Details:  Includes 
teacher self-authored 
curriculum provided at 
beginning of school year, 
printed lessons, vocabulary

Description: French 3 students use teacher-authored 
curriculum and will expand to include reading of French 
short stories by authors such as Alphonse Daudet and 
Guy de Maupassant.  Students will practice writing short
essays and conversations.  Emphasis will be placed on
developing comfort and fluency.  In addition to reading, 
we will do regular fun and impromptu French 
conversation, just as if we were spending a day in 
France and needed to communicate in the language of 
the people all around us! 
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CD, and copies of French 
short storybooks.

Hero’s Journey
Teacher:  Emily Lorelli
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  Previous 
writing course is highly 
encouraged.
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  Two paperback 
novels to be chosen as a 
class

Description: How often do we, in our lives, get to solve 
a problem (climactically or not) and then ride off into 
the sunset to live “happily ever after?” We don’t, do 
we?  The Hero’s Journey provides an alternative 
understanding of story pattern – one that more
accurately depicts life’s story.  In this paradigm, the 
usual pattern of main conflict, rising action, climax, 
resolution is reexamined as a circular journey that 
involves a separation, a transformation, and a return.  
The Hero’s Journey, unlike the standard “plot line,” can 
be seen as the pattern of human experience as reflected 
in most literature and film, in that the human experience 
is cyclical not linear.  This new understanding provides 
students with a foundation for literary, cinematic, and
personal analysis.  The Hero’s Journey paradigm fits
wonderfully into a Christian life-view in that we are each 
called upon to heed God’s call, learn to use our God 
given talents to grow personally and spiritually, and 
ultimately give back to and enrich our communities for 
the glory of God.  It is also possible to refuse the call 
and to live life selfishly; however, we will find in stories 
where the call is refused, the hero who refuses the call,
brings evils upon himself and his community.  The class 
will explore The Hero’s Journey through film, myths and 
legends, novels, and creative writing.  As students will 
be writing interpretive paragraphs and short essays, 
they should be able to write a paragraph and support 
their assertions with textual evidence; therefore, 
previous enrollment in a writing class is highly
encouraged.  Students should anticipate 2-4 hours of 
homework each week.  This class can be taken to fulfill a 
full English credit. 

Open Study Hall 
Teacher:  No Teacher
Age:  6 & up

Description: This is the only study hall available on 
Mondays.  If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 
need to be in this room, in the playroom, or in their car 
with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be
used before your family's first class or after your 
family's last class.  Study hall students ages six and 
seven must have an adult, who is directly responsible 
for them, in the room with them at all times.  While this 
room does not provide a quiet atmosphere for studying, 
there are designated tables labeled “Study Tables” 
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intended for students who desire to work.  The other
portion of the room is provided for visiting, games, or 
group activities.  Behavior and volume should reflect an 

appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents and 
fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed.  Quiet 
studying is available at the “Quiet Study Tables” directly 

outside the study hall room or may be done in your car 
with parental supervision.  Students at the quiet study 
tables must be signed into the study hall.

Playroom 
Teacher:  Playroom 
Coordinator

Age:  0 - 7
Cost:  $20 copy/supply fee 
per year
Cost Details:  One fee for 

the entire family covers all 
hours.

Description: The playroom is designed to give toddlers 
to seven-year-olds a safe environment to play while 

their siblings attend classes.  On a rotating basis, 
parents will supervise, bring activities, or provide
snacks.  The activities rotate to add variety to the hours 
and should be simple in order to appeal to the wide age 

span.  Snacks are served during the 2nd and 5th hours.  
All participating parents must complete Washington 
State Patrol forms, which will remain confidential. 

Praise Choir
Teacher:  Debbie Menzies

Age:  12 & up
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$40 copy/supply fee per 

year

Description: This class will use a variety of energetic 

contemporary Christian music, vocal techniques, and 
warm-ups to develop and strengthen your voice and 
harmony skills.  In fact, being part of a choir is the best
way to develop your musical ability.  No experience is

required, just a desire to sing and grow in your own 
musical journey.  We may incorporate acapella and 
traditional music depending on the class.  We will learn 
performance techniques and will include choreography, 

dance, media, and instruments when we can for added 
fun and learning!  We will perform in two recitals per 
year, which includes a mass choir experience.  Practice 

time at home:  2-3 hours per week. 

Pre-Algebra Math U See 
Teacher:  Marna Marteeny
Age:  13 & up
Prerequisite:  Must know 
math facts, times table 

facts, fractions, and
decimals.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;

$25 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  Math U See, Pre-

Description: Using both a visual and traditional 
approach to Pre-Algebra, students will be able to 
understand practical applications of math formulas. 
There will be extra work for people who want to have 

Honors Pre-Algebra on their transcript.  Class will consist 
of reviewing difficult chapter/test problems, introducing 
the new material for the week, practice sample 
homework problems, and at the end of class, 

introducing honors problems.  We will develop strategies 
for approaching all types of word problems fearlessly!  
Math U See is an excellent program developed for
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Algebra Student Pack homeschoolers that works well within the Connections’ 
experience to support parents.  There are 30 lessons per 
book.  Summer work should include reviewing the 

Multiplication Tables to the point of facility and a good 
review of fractions.  

Science Investigations 
Teacher:  Sharon Duguay
Age:  8 - 11

Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$40 copy/supply fee per 
semester

Description: Students will learn the basics of science 
through the eyes of a researcher. In this class they will 

learn basic science skills, vocabulary and how to use the 
scientific method. They will learn scientific concepts as 
they perform investigations in the fields of zoology,
botany, ornithology, ichthyology, entomology, 

oceanography, geology, meteorology, ecology, 
chemistry, acoustics, physics, and more. (That’s 
animals, plants, birds, fish, bugs, the ocean, the earth,
weather, the environment, chemical reactions, sound, 

electricity, and magnetism.) Methods will include 
activities that will challenge students to use all of their 
senses to investigate these scientific fields. Students will 

also learn basic note taking and how to record scientific 
information.

Writing Club 2 
Teacher:  Laurie Morrison
Age:  10 - 14
Prerequisite:  Writing 

Club 1 or teacher’s 
permission.
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;

$20 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  1) Write Source 

2000, find used, 
ISBN: 0-669-46773-1 or 
ISBN: 0-669-46774-X
2) Pocket dictionary and 

thesaurus

Description: This second-in-a-series writing skills class 
will continue developing the style and structure 
curriculum used in the Excellence in Writing program, 

teaching students how to write paragraphs which are 
varied in sentence beginnings, vocabulary, phrases, and 
clauses.  A variety of five-paragraph writing projects are 
assigned, including a process essay, a family history 

interview report, a research report, a narrative, and a 
five-paragraph critique.  Parent involvement greatly 
increases student success.  Weekly homework assigned.

Monday, 2:15 PM to 3:15 PM 

Beyond Mac & Cheese 
Teacher:  Elizabeth Grace

Age:  12 & up
Cost:  $46 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;

Description: For young men and young ladies!  Eat 

food that is not only delicious but nutritious, too!  We 
will explore recipes, dietary requirements, food safety, 
and menu planning.  There will be in-class activities and 
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$25 copy/supply fee per 
semester
Cost Details:  Includes 

handouts and ingredients.

assignments to be completed at home as you develop 
your own recipe binder.  We will cover many types of
food, appetizers, main dishes, breakfasts, lunch, and 

dessert.  We will study event planning for different 
occasions and sizes of groups, such as camping and 
parties.  Course content will also cover required topics 

for Boy Scout Merit Badge.  When you move out on your 
own, you will be more than capable of cooking for
yourself and for guests! 

Chemistry Ends at 3:45
Teacher:  Pam Delaney
Age:  15 & up

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1
Cost:  $100 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per 

semester
Cost Details:  Includes lab 
supplies and copy fees.

Text:  Discovering Design 
with Chemistry Textbook 
ISBN: 978-0-9962784-6-1

Description: This is a creation-based high school 
chemistry course. The course will cover significant 

figures, units, classification, the mole concept,
stoichiometry, thermochemistry, thermodynamics, 
kinetics, acids and bases, redox reactions, solutions, 
atomic structure, Lewis structures, the gas laws, and 

equilibrium. It will include lecture, in-class demos, in-
class lab time, and take home labs. Students would 
need to expect 5 hours of homework per week. Grades 

will be based on in-class participation, completion of 
homework assignments, and performance on tests and 
quizzes. This course is designed to prepare high school 
students for higher level science courses.

Fearfully and Wonderfully Made
Teacher:  Lisa Travis

Age:  6 - 9
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per 

year

Description: This is a kid sized science class with focus 

on anatomy and physiology.  Will explore how our 
bodies are fearfully and wonderfully made by God.  
Covering all major systems in the body in a fun and 
hands on way, including bones, muscles, blood, 

digestion, breathing, the 5 senses, skin, and so much 
more!  Class will also include important ways to take 
care of the bodies God has given us.  For example, 

dental hygiene, eating well, and exercise.

French 1A 
Teacher:  Susie Tucker
Boer
Age:  13 & up
Prerequisite:  Strongly 

recommend students have 
at least a “B” average in
English.
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4

payments;
$75 copy/supply fee per 
year

Description: Everyone can learn French!  Plan a future 
trip and start learning!  The basics of French grammar, 
conversation, and pronunciation will be taught using 
drills, songs, skits, and culture lessons.  Students learn 

with teacher-authored lessons, including written
exercises and a CD for at-home pronunciation practice. 
Students must have a French-English dictionary to use 
to complete homework.  Homework will require 3-4 

hours per week outside of class.  Grade is based on 
written homework, spelling tests, oral pronunciation, 
and class participation.  Parental involvement is very 
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Cost Details:  Includes 
teacher self-authored 
curriculum provided at 

beginning of school year, 
printed lessons, and
vocabulary CD.

helpful for students learning a foreign language!  This 
class is the equivalent of one-half of high school French 
1. 

High School Drama Ends at 3:30
Teacher:  Marianni Groves

Age:  15 & up
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$35 copy/supply fee per 

year
Cost Details:  Plus a 
$175-$275 Production Fee 
determined by number of 

actors enrolled and 
demands of the show.

Description: Shakespeare Year (we work on a 3 year 

rotation).  Serious drama, serious commitment, serious 
fun.  This class is for those who know they love theater 
and are ready to stretch themselves.  Expect line,
music, and choreography memorization, fundraising, 

and production work; including sets, costumes, 
choreography, and much more.  This class requires 
preparation time of 1-5 hours a week outside of class.  
Because drama is a team activity, all rehearsals are

mandatory.  Early in the year, there will also be a 
schedule handed out of mandatory outside-of-class-time 
rehearsals, most of which will be close to the production 

date.  Each family must agree to have their student at 
all of these rehearsals before the student accepts 
his/her part.  Regular attendance in class is also 
expected.  The parents in each family will be expected 

to attend several meetings throughout the year 
(probably during lunch hour) and to take on a 
production job.  Expect your production job to call for 
20-50 hours throughout the year culminating toward

production dates.  Each family will need to sign a 
contract agreeing to all of the above to confirm their 
enrollment in the class.  Our tech week dates are end of 
April to early May - definite dates TBD.  Students will 

have the opportunity to TOTALLY earn the production 
fee through fundraising opportunities IF they choose to 
participate. 

Intermediate Band Ends at 3:45
Teacher:  Robin Stangland

Age:  10 & up
Prerequisite:  Beginning 
Band or teacher’s 
permission.

Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$10 copy/supply fee per 
year

Cost Details:  Parents play 
for free.
Text:  TBA

Description: Intermediate Band is geared toward 

instrumentalists who have played their instrument one 
to three years and have finished any band method
book.  Students must be able to read music.  This is a
concert band, which includes all traditional woodwind, 

brass, and percussion instruments.  There are no 
strings, guitar, or piano.  We will have two concerts per 
year and one band festival in March.  Attendance is 
required at all performances.  Students are expected to 

practice 20-30 minutes a day, 5 times a week.  Sheet 
music will be on loan to the student and must be turned 
in when done.  If you have any questions, email Robin 
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at stangla@comcast.net. 

Open Study Hall
Teacher:  No Teacher
Age:  6 & up

Description: This is the only study hall available on 
Mondays.  If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 

need to be in this room, in the playroom, or in their car 
with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be
used before your family's first class or after your 

family's last class.  Study hall students ages six and 
seven must have an adult, who is directly responsible 
for them, in the room with them at all times.  While this 
room does not provide a quiet atmosphere for studying, 

there are designated tables labeled “Study Tables” 
intended for students who desire to work.  The other
portion of the room is provided for visiting, games, or 
group activities.  Behavior and volume should reflect an 

appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents and 
fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed.  Quiet 
studying is available at the “Quiet Study Tables” directly 

outside the study hall room or may be done in your car 
with parental supervision.  Students at the quiet study 
tables must be signed into the study hall.

Playroom 
Teacher:  Playroom 
Coordinator

Age:  0 - 7
Cost:  $20 copy/supply fee 
per year
Cost Details:  One fee for 

the entire family covers all 
hours.

Description: The playroom is designed to give toddlers 
to seven-year-olds a safe environment to play while 

their siblings attend classes.  On a rotating basis, 
parents will supervise, bring activities, or provide
snacks.  The activities rotate to add variety to the hours 
and should be simple in order to appeal to the wide age 

span.  Snacks are served during the 2nd and 5th hours.  
All participating parents must complete Washington 
State Patrol forms, which will remain confidential. 

Sing, Move, and Praise! 
Teacher:  Debbie Menzies

Age:  8 - 11
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$40 copy/supply fee per 

year

Description: This energetic class will teach vocal 

techniques and warm-ups to help strengthen and 
develop your voice.  We will learn Christian music and 
worship songs.  Our focus will be on singing group
songs, working on harmony skills, learning performance 

techniques, and, as needed, music theory.  We may 
incorporate rhythm exercises, instruments, and we will 
learn choreography, sign, and/or dance to perform with 
our songs.  Worship has never been so fun!  You will 

have the opportunity to perform in two recitals
throughout the year, which includes a mass choir 
experience.  Practice time:  2-4 hours a week. 
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Writing Club 1
Teacher:  Laurie Morrison
Age:  9 - 11
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$20 copy/supply fee per
year
Text:  1) Write Source 
2000, find used, 
ISBN: 0-669-46773-1 or 
ISBN: 0-669-46774-X
2) Pocket dictionary and 
thesaurus

Description: This writing skills class will introduce the 
student to writing keyword outlines and then 
transforming that outline into the writing of a
paragraph.  Style elements that make the writing more 
varied and interesting will be modeled and taught.  
Writing materials from the Excellence in Writing program 
by Andrew Pudewa will be provided and used.  Basic 
punctuation, grammar, and proofreading practice 
included in this class.  A three-paragraph report will be 
an assignment during the second semester, as well as 
writing new stories from old fables and from pictures.  
Parent involvement greatly increases student success.  
Weekly homework assigned, 1-2 hours, with the goal of
keeping writing fun!  It works! 

Throughout the day 

Piano Lessons 
Teacher:  Robert Campbell
Cost:  $230 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$20 copy/supply fee per 
year
Cost Details:  Tuition 
covers eight, 30 minute 
lessons; longer lessons 
available for an additional 
cost.  Supply fee is for 
spring recital.

Description: Robert Campbell’s desire is to make piano 
lessons fun and meaningful for all his students.  
Beginning through advanced students are invited to take 
lessons with Robert.  For a free consultation, please see 
Robert on Monday or Wednesday or call him (425-273-
5657) to schedule an appointment.  Most lessons are 30 
minutes.  If this is the only Connections’ lesson/class 
you sign up for, you will need to register with 
Homeschool Connections by submitting a Registration 
Contract and paying the registration fee.

Last Modified:  Saturday, February 11, 2017, 8:02:53 PM
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Homeschool Connections
Class Descriptions 2016-2017 

Wednesday, 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

Apologetics: Why Am I? 
Teacher:  Steve Carrier
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  Curiosity and 
some spiritual and academic 
maturity.
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$10 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes a binder 
and handouts.

Description: This course is designed to take the student 
through the process of exchanging doubt with quiet 
confidence.  This course navigates the culture of 
materialism.  Ultimately we will present special creation 
and Christianity as the singular, satisfying and sustainable 
conclusion.  The man who “knows that he knows that he 
knows” is irresistible.  In 32 sessions, the student will
engage in a systematic inquiry into identity, destiny, value, 
and purpose.  Pursuing these will lead us to an encounter 
with the transcendent God of the universe; and stepping 
into this reality is the starting point for the fullness of life.  
It is the stuff that can change a culture...and this will 
happen when a generation emerges that is fully confident 
in its belief. 

Intro to Computer Programming using Python 
Teacher:  Marna Marteeny
Age:  13 & up
Prerequisite:  Completion of 
Pre-Algebra and an interest in 
learning to program.
Cost:  $65 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  1) Python for Kids: A 
Playful Introduction to 
Programming, 
ISBN: 978-1-59327-407-8
2) Must bring a MacOS (X or 
later)  or Windows (8.1 or later) 
based laptop to class each week-
-No Chrome books

Description: Welcome to the wonderful world of Computer 
Programming using Python.  Python is one of the most 
widely used programming languages today.  It is an easier 
object-oriented programming languages to learn and yet 
one of the most powerful.  Many applications such as 
YouTube, Instagram, Dropbox, and part of Google were
developed using Python.  Students will learn the basics of
programming including how to flow and write programs.  
Students will have fun while learning to write several 
programs and games.  We will practice programming skills 
in class and have homework assignments each week.  
Learning to code improves problem solving skills and 
increases understanding of Algebra!

Meet the Classics 
Teacher:  Sam Hunter
Age:  12 - 14
Prerequisite:  Students should 
be familiar with basic paragraph
structure.
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  These may be purchased 
new or used, or borrowed from 
the library. Other reading 
selections (short stories and 

Description: Do the literature assignments of high school 
and college English classes sound a little scary?  This 
literature study for middle school students will provide a 
less-intimidating and anxiety-reducing introduction to some 
of the authors and works of classic literature encountered 
in higher-level classes.  Reading selections will be studied 
chronologically, from the ancient era all the way to the
post-modern era, and will be drawn from the three broad 
genres of fictional writing: prose (novels and short stories), 
poetry, and drama.  For each work studied, students will 
explore the biographical and historical context in which the 
author wrote and compare this to our own experiences and 
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poetry) are available free online. 
Students who find more success 
with audiobooks will be allowed 
to complete assignments with 
that format after obtaining 
teacher approval:
1) Black Ships Before Troy, by 
Rosemary Sutcliff
2) The Wanderings of Odysseus,
by Rosemary Sutcliff
3) The Aeneid for Boys and Girls, 
by Alfred J. Church
4) Stories of Beowulf Told to 
Children, by H.E. Marshall
5) The Canterbury Tales, by 
Geraldine McCaughrean
6) Hamlet (Picture This 
Shakespeare), by Christina Lacie
7) A Christmas Carol, by Charles 
Dickens (any unabridged version)
8) The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer, by Mark Twain (any 
unabridged version)

to a biblical worldview.  We will then proceed to reading 
either the classic work itself or a young-reader adaptation.  
Students will also learn and practice literary analysis tools, 
developing a vocabulary and a skill set which can be 
applied to future literature courses.  Homework will include 
reading, basic comprehension questions, analysis 
exercises, short writing assignments, and two larger report 
presentations.  Class time will consist of instruction in 
background information and analysis concepts, large-group 
discussion, student presentations, and small-group
discussion and activities.  I will provide grades for all
students unless parents request otherwise.  Grading 
guidelines will be included in the class syllabus. 

Open Study Hall
Teacher:  No Teacher Description: If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 

need to be in this room, in the quiet study hall, or in their 
car with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be 
used before your family's first class or after your family's 
last class.  Study hall students under eight must have an 
adult, who is directly responsible for them, in the room 
with them at all times.  This room is intended for visiting, 
games, or group activities.  Behavior and volume should 
reflect an appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents
and fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed. 
Quiet studying is available in the quiet study hall or may be 
done in your car with parental supervision. 

Playwriting
Teacher:  Marianni Groves
Age:  13 & up
Cost:  $55 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per 
semester

Description: For anyone with an interest in creative 
writing, this course will guide you through the processes 
required to write an one-act play.  Utilizing a number of 
dynamic and insightful exercises we will focus on writing 
dialogue, creating characters, and structuring a narrative.  
Through the year will will write, workshop, and eventually 
put the student’s work on its feet. 

SAT Prep/English 
Teacher:  Darcy Welch
Age:  15 & up
Prerequisite:  Computer access 

Description: The primary focus of the class will be 
practicing test taking strategies to prepare college-bound 
students to take the SAT.  Students who practice for this 
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to the internet for practice on 
Khan Academy, a free online 
resource linked to College Board.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$20 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  1) The Official SAT study 
guide published by College Board 
for March 2016 and beyond 
ISBN:1-45730430-9
2) unabridged copies of the 
following:  The Scarlet Letter; 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde; Frankenstein, and 
one more to be determined in 
August

test significantly boost their scores for reading, writing, and 
math.  Critical thinking, test-taking skills, and analysis 
essay writing practiced in class will benefit students 
throughout their college years and beyond.  A classical  
literature component is part of this class because reading 
good books boosts vocabulary, enhances reading
comprehension, and improves writing.  Homework will be 
3-4 hrs/wk.  This class will count as one English credit.

Seals, Sharks, Cephalopods (Apologia Zoology 2) 
Teacher:  Cyd Adler
Age:  8 - 11
Prerequisite:  Read and 
comprehend at grade level.  If 
you prefer your student have the 
junior version of the notebook 
(less reading) please contact me.
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$50 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes spiral 
bound student notebook and lab 
supplies.
Text:  Exploring Creation with 
Swimming Creatures of the 5th 
day, Fulbright, Publishers:
Apologia Educational Ministries, 
ISBN: 9781932012736

Description: From the rivers and streams to the mighty 
ocean, God filled the Earth's waters with animals great and 
small.  This course takes us on an exploration into the 
wonders of the swimming creatures made on the fifth day 
of Creation.  From the microscopic to the massive, no stone 
is left unturned in your student's passage through the 
waters of the world.  A chance to wonder at God's design in
the amazing aquatic animals He formed and fashioned on 
the fifth day.  Many hands-on experiments make learning 
fun and engaging.  Class time is primarily spent doing 
experiments, but also includes videos and interactive 
discussions.  Homework ~1 - 2 hours per week 

Shakespeare without the Boring Bits 
Teacher:  Lisa LaMarche
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  Writing I or 
equivalent - Writing assignments 
will be given and graded.  Writing 
will include answering discussion 
questions and one formal essay 
after the completion of each play.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$20 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  1) Romeo and Juliet, 
ISBN: 078-5555026179
2) A Midsummer Night's Dream, 
ISBN: 978-0764587252
3) Macbeth, 

Description: This course is designed to teach students to 
appreciate the beauty and literary excellence of 
Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets by using movies, 
children’s versions of the stories and other materials to
familiarize students with the stories behind the plays before 
they read the original versions.  This will equip them to 
love the beauty and literary style unique to Shakespeare.  
This class allows the students to truly experience both the 
literary and dramatic elements of Shakespeare by 
approaching his plays as they were intended.  We will read 
parts of the plays out loud in class, act out certain scenes, 
and engage in class discussions on the major literary 
elements of each play.  Writing assignments, at the 
completion of each play, are designed to increase the
students’ ability to analyze and understand the depth of
Shakespeare’s works.  Additional assignments could be 
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ISBN: 078-5555026155
4) Much Ado About 
Nothing,  ISBN: 978-0743482752
AND ISBN: 978-0764585050
5) Hamlet, 
ISBN: 078-5555026100
6) Shakespeare's Sonnets and 
Poems, ISBN: 9780743273282
7) Tales From Shakespeare, 
ISBN: 978-1441405654

given to students who need to fulfill a high school English 
credit.  The plays we will study are: Romeo and Juliet, A 
Midsummer Night's Dream, Macbeth, Much Ado About 
Nothing, and Hamlet. 

Spanish 1B
Teacher:  Janet Cairns
Age:  13 & up
Prerequisite:  Spanish 1A or 
teacher’s permission.
Cost:  $55 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$40 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes a binder, 
worksheets, binder inserts, and a 
bimonthly Spanish magazine.
Text:  Same as for Spanish 1A
available through the publisher 
(amscopub.com): 
1) Spanish is Fun Book 1, by 
Heywood Wald, 4th edition, soft 
bound, 
ISBN: 978-1-56765-815-6
2) Spanish is Fun: Cuaderno de 
ejercicios  Book 1,  by Haywood 
Wald, 4th edition,
ISBN: 978-1-56765-817-0

Description: Join us as we continue to explore the world 
of written and oral Spanish.  This class builds upon what 
was learned in Spanish 1A.  Students will continue studying 
Spanish vocabulary and grammar as they work to improve 
their conversational skills.  This class will cover possessive 
and demonstrative adjectives, prepositions, numbers to 
1,000, stem-changing verbs, irregular verbs, and the 
preterite tense.  We will supplement the text with projects, 
games, quizzes, and Bible verses.  We will go to a nearby 
Mexican restaurant where the students will order their food
in Spanish.  This is a non-Connections sponsored activity.  
This class is the second half of Spanish 1.  When you 
complete this class, you will have finished the first year of 
High School Spanish.  There are 2-3 hours of homework 
per week. 

US History 
Teacher:  David Banks
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  America, The Last Best 
Hope by William Bennett

Description: This course provides a cursory view of United 
States history from colonization through the Second World 
War.  The goal is for the student to gain a basic 
understanding of events that shaped this nation in the 
context in which these events occurred.  There will be 
regular reading, note taking, outlines, presentations, in
class conversations, group projects, and role playing. 
Students should plan for about 3 hours of homework per 
week. 

Wednesday, 10:10 AM to 11:10 AM 

American Sign Language 1
Teacher:  Jodene Anicello
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;

Description: Jodi Anicello, a deaf Christian teacher returns 
to Homeschool Connections!  Students will learn the 
various aspects of the deaf culture by bridging 
communication into the Deaf world by meeting with the 
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$30 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  Three-ring binder 
notebook for lessons, handouts, 
and homework

students halfway.  The students will benefit having a deaf 
teacher who is true to the language.  We’ll be signing in no 
time, and so will the parents.  Students will learn 
vocabulary, sentence structure, grammar, and finger
spelling.  They will be able to communicate with deaf and 
other ASL students.  We will have lots of interaction, hands 
on exercises, games, learn Bible verses and gospel songs in 
signs, and learn how to voice interpret. 

Beginning Literature and Poetry 
Teacher:  Lisa LaMarche
Age:  11 - 13
Cost:  $40 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  1) The Hobbit, 
ISBN: 0618002219
2) Where the Red Fern Grows, by 
Wilson Rawls, ISBN: 0553274295
3) Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie 
Babbit, ISBN: 9780312369811
4) A Wrinkle in Time, by 
Madeline L’engle, 
ISBN: 0312367546
5) I am David, by Anne Holm, 
ISBN: 978-0152051600

Description: There are few things more important than 
equipping a child to have a deep love for stories and 
poetry.  To go one step further is to teach them to critically 
analyze what they read and understand in a deeper way 
the beautiful tapestry of storytelling.  Using the curricula, 
Teaching the Classics and The Hero’s Journey, this course
will cover the beginnings of literary analysis by teaching 
story elements such as: setting, characters, conflict, 
climax, plot, and theme.  Picture books are used in an 
engaging way to teach literary concepts, equipping 
students to master these ideas in larger works of fiction.  
Literary devices including: metaphor, simile, imagery, and 
symbolism are taught and mastered through the enjoyment 
and study of poetry.  Most importantly, within the study of 
literature, we will examine how all stories point to the
“greatest story,” the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Drama Technique
Teacher:  Marianni Groves
Age:  13 & up
Cost:  $55 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$45 copy/supply fee per 
semester

Description: Drama Technique is a class for those high 
school students who are ready to apply themselves in the 
world of theater.  This is a class where high school students 
can still participate in drama but not at the same level of 
commitment required for the full high school drama
production.  We will audition at the beginning of the year.  
Using the text as our tool, we will explore what is means to 
be honest, to listen, to create character, and to risk.  
Topics covered will include ensemble theater, giving and
taking as actors, improvisation, subtext, and more.  This 
class will perform a Teen One Act at the end of the year. 
Expectations: mandatory memorization, regular 
attendance, 1-1.5 hours a week outside of class.
Parents will be asked to provide five to ten hours of 
production work throughout the year in costumes, props, 
makeup, ticket work, house management, etc.

Geometry 
Teacher:  Veronica 
Roetcisoender
Age:  15 & up
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;

Description: This class covers all areas of a traditional 
Geometry course including formal proofs, using a Holt 
Geometry textbook.  4-5 hours per week outside of class 
are required to complete homework and tests.  This math 
track is intended for the college bound student and will 
encourage independence and personal responsibility.  
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$20 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  Holt Geometry, by Dr 
Edward Burger, 2007, 
ISBN: 0030358280
-OR-
Holt Geometry Student One Stop 
(cd version of textbook), 
ISBN: 0030781183

Online videos and additional student resources for use at 
home are provided to supplement in-class teaching, and
email support is available for both parents and students. 
Internet access and a scientific calculator are required.

Jazz Combo 
Teacher:  Robin Stangland
Age:  12 & up
Prerequisite:  Many years of 
instrument experience, play 
fluently, have teacher’s 
permission, and might need
audition.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$10 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Parents play for
free.
Text:  TBA

Description: This is an advanced level jazz class where we 
will be learning to improvise, play by ear, and transcribe 
jazz classics.  It is for advanced level musicians.  Everyone 
will be soloing each band class.  We will have piano, bass 
(upright or electric), drum set, guitar, trumpet, sax, flute, 
clarinet, trombone, cello, or violin.  Students must have 
many years of experience on their instrument and be able 
to play fluently.  We will perform at the band concerts, 
swing dance, and at a coffee house at the end of the year.  
All performances are required.  If you have any questions, 
email Robin at stangla@comcast.net. 

Latin I 
Teacher:  Analiisa Reichlin
Age:  12 & up
Prerequisite:  Age exceptions 
will be given for younger 
students who have completed 
Intermediate Latin and are ready 
for more rigorous Latin
instruction.
Cost:  $44 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$35 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  Latin Alive! Book One,
Classical Academic Press, 
ISBN: 160051054X
or ISBN: 978-1600510540

Description: This comprehensive and vigorous class 
presents Latin in an engaging and enjoyable manner.  
Students will solidify their understanding of English 
grammar by learning to conjugate and decline Latin words.  
Students will also translate Latin sentences in a logical 
progression, using all eight parts of speech.  The relevance 
of Latin in history, ancient, and contemporary culture will 
be explored, and English vocabulary will increase through 
the study of derivatives.  Training in Roman culture, myths, 
and history will be done through arts integration and 
hands-on projects.  Students will be required to memorize 
noun and verb endings, as well as about 275 Latin words.  
Students should expect to spend between 2.5 and 3 hours 
each week on homework outside of class.  Access to email 
and internet is required.

Open Study Hall 
Teacher:  No Teacher Description: If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 

need to be in this room, in the quiet study hall, or in their 
car with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be 
used before your family's first class or after your family's 
last class.  Study hall students under eight must have an 
adult, who is directly responsible for them, in the room 
with them at all times.  This room is intended for visiting, 
games, or group activities.  Behavior and volume should 
reflect an appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents
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and fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed. 
Quiet studying is available in the quiet study hall or may be 
done in your car with parental supervision. 

Physical Science 
Teacher:  Cyd Adler
Age:  13 & up
Prerequisite:  Read, write, and
comprehend at grade level.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4 
payments;
$50 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes spiral 
bound student notebook and lab 
supplies.
Text:  Exploring Creation with 
Physical Science Student 
Textbook, by Dr. jay Wile, 2nd 
edition, Apologia Educational 
Ministries Publication Date: 2007, 
ISBN: 9781932012774, solution 
manual not required

Description: This class provides a detailed introduction to 
the physical environment and some of the basic laws that 
make it work.  The fairly broad scope of the book provides 
the student with a good understanding of the earth's 
atmosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere.  It also covers 
details on weather, motion, Newton's Laws, gravity, the 
solar system, atomic structure, radiation, nuclear reactions, 
stars, and galaxies.  Discussions, videos, and many hands-
on experiments and activities keep students engaged and 
learning.  Homework ~ 2-3 hours a week. 

Pre Calculus (Math U See)
Teacher:  Marna Marteeny
Age:  16 & up
Prerequisite:  Algebra II
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  1) Pre-Calculus Universal 
Pack, Math U See
2) TI-84 calculator required

Description: Traditional Pre Calculus taught with Math U 
See, an excellent program developed in the homeschool  
environment.  Topics include Trigonometry, identities, polar 
equations, logarithms, sequences, series, limits, and more 
to prepare for calculus.  Optional Honors lessons are 
available to people who want Honors Pre-Calculus on their 
transcript.  Homework should take 5 - 6 hours a week.

Quiet Study Hall 
Teacher:  No Teacher Description: If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 

need to be in this room, in the open study hall, or in their 
car with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be 
used before your family's first class or after your family's 
last class.  Study hall students under eight must have an 
adult, who is directly responsible for them, in the room 
with them at all times.  This study hall is intended for 
silent, independent studying.  It may also be used by
parents who are quietly working with their students.  
Visiting, group activities, or games are not allowed in this 
room.  Respectful behavior is expected.  Food and 
beverages are NOT allowed.  Quiet studying may also be 
done in your car with parental supervision. 

Spanish 1A 
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Teacher:  Janet Cairns
Age:  12 & up
Cost:  $55 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$35 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes a binder, 
worksheets, binder inserts, and a 
bimonthly Spanish magazine.
Text:  Available  through the 
publisher (amscopub.com):
1) Spanish is Fun Book 1, by
Heywood Wald, 5th edition, soft 
bound, The ISBN: TBA
2) Spanish is Fun Book 1, 
Cuaderno de ejercicios, 5th 
edition, ISBN: TBA

Description: Join us on an adventure as we learn to read, 
write, and speak Spanish.  Spanish vocabulary, grammar, 
and conversation will be emphasized.  The class will cover 
numbers, telling time, definite and indefinite articles, 
adjectives, dates, the three types of Spanish verbs (-AR, -
ER, -IR), and irregular verbs.  We will supplement our 
Spanish text with games, quizzes, and Bible verses in
Spanish.  This class covers the first semester of High 
School Spanish.  Most students take this class for high 
school credit, so all students must be prepared to keep up.  
There are 1-2  hours of homework per week.  The  
textbook, Spanish is Fun, Book 1, covers the first year of 
high school Spanish.  Students  will use this textbook in 
Spanish 1A and 1B. 

This is My Country 
Teacher:  Terry Brenna
Age:  9 - 11
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$35 copy/supply fee per year

Description: Junior geographers will have fun discovering 
America as we travel through the United States, singing 
patriotic songs, and collecting souvenirs as we go.  We 
begin with our national capital and symbols and then visit 
two states each week.  Colorful maps and fact pages help 
us learn each state's capital, major cities, attractions, flag,
bird, flower, foods, and motto.  Each student will also have
the opportunity to give an oral presentation on a state of 
their choosing at the end of the year.  Other than 
preparation for this report and some suggested optional 
activities, there is no homework required. 

US Government/Civics 
Teacher:  David Banks
Age:  15 & up
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$25 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  American Government, 
BJU Press, 2nd edition

Description: A review of American government and 
politics.  The course will consist of homework, quizzes and 
projects.  This is a high school level course. 

Wednesday, 11:20 AM to 12:20 PM 

Algebra 2/Trig Ends at 12:30
Teacher:  Veronica 
Roetcisoender
Age:  16 & up
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 and
Geometry.
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$20 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  1) Intermediate Algebra; 
by Lial, Hornsby, McGinnis; 8th 

Description: This course is designed for students who are 
college bound and will cultivate independence and 
stimulate self-motivation.  In addition to in-class teaching, 
the textbook provides excellent support for independent 
study.  With the successful completion of this course, your 
student will be prepared for college level math.  Algebra 
topics include understanding exponential and logarithmic 
functions, polynomial and rational functions, and conic
sections.  The study of trigonometry includes right triangle
trig, inverse trig functions, and trig identities.  Expect to
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edition; ISBN: 0321279204
2) Student Solutions Manual, 8th 
edition, ISBN: 0321285697
(Optional)

spend 6-7 hours per week of work outside of class to 
complete homework and tests.  Additional student 
resources for use at home are available to supplement in-
class teaching, and email support is available for both 
parents and students.  Internet access and a scientific 
calculator are required. 

Art from the Master 
Teacher:  Rene Therrien
Age:  13 & up
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$50 copy/supply fee per 
semester
Cost Details:  Includes all types 
of paper, paint, brushes, pencils, 
pens, crayons, erasers, chalk, 
glue, tape, portfolio, dividers, tri-
folds, etc.

Description: Art from the Master is a class designed to 
teach the student to see art through the ages from the 
master artists as instructed by God.  We will take a look at 
the techniques from the old masters of art and at the new: 
Monet, Van Gogh, Miro, Di Vinci, Mondrian, Grant, Kahn, 
and O’Keefe to name a few.  Taking ideas from their works
we will create an art piece of the week by imitating them.  
The portfolio that each student will collect their work in, will 
contain a written description of the artist they are studying 
and then have a place for them to keep their example.  A 
minimum of twenty artists should be covered.  At the end 
of the year each student will have good knowledge about 
the artists that inspired their art and be able to share their 
works in an art show in the spring.  Multi mediums will be 
used in this course as well.  High school credit can also be 
given for Art History.  

Intermediate Jazz Band 
Teacher:  Robin Stangland
Age:  11 & up
Prerequisite:  Teacher’s 
permission and audition if you 
are new to this class.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$10 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Parents play for
free.
Text:  TBA

Description: New students will be allowed to join by 
permission of the teacher with an audition.  We will learn to 
play by ear, learn to improvise, and learn to play in rock, 
swing, and Latin styles.  We will have two concerts per year 
and one band festival in March.  We also may play at a 
swing dance.  Attendance is required at all performances.  
Students are expected to practice 20-30 minutes a day, 5 
times a week.  Sheet music will be on loan to the student 
and must be turned in when done.  If you have any
questions, email Robin at stangla@comcast.net. 

Modern Crafting
Teacher:  Natalie Johnson
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$50 copy/supply fee per
semester
Text:  Each student will be
required to provide a few basic 
crafting/safety supplies for their
personal use for the duration of 
the class (such as a pair of
heavy-duty gloves, eye 
protection, a hammer, needle 

Description: Unleash your creativity while learning 
valuable skills: tiling, glass etching, concrete molding, ink 
transferring, and much more!  This class will offer an 
opportunity to experiment and become familiar with a 
variety of mediums such as wire, paint, wood, metal,
concrete, tile, paper mache, glass etc...as well as exposure 
and proper instruction on working with basic tools 
(hammer, tin snips, wire cutters, pliers, drill).  We will 
often think “outside the box” - exercising frugality, 
resourcefulness and good stewardship as we learn to re-
imagine, repurpose, utilize and incorporate common
household items into our projects.  This class in NOT an art
technique class.  This class is a "take materials and
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nose pliers etc…).  The supply list 
will be emailed out during the 
summer, after the final class 
syllabus is complete.

glue/cut/shellac/decoupage/saw/heat/hammer/stitch/bend 
them together" to make something really unique and 
potentially useful or profitable.  We will have GREAT FUN as 
we get our hands dirty and learn how to handle sharp 
metal edges, heavy gauge wire, hot surfaces, some stinky 
chemicals and the occasional power tool!  To see some of 
the potential craft projects for this class, copy and paste 
this link: http://ittybittyurl.com/Y47 

Musical Madness
Teacher:  Marianni Groves
Age:  10 - 15
Cost:  $55 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$55 copy/supply fee per 
semester

Description: What is the difference between singing a 
song and selling a song?  Well, it is time to learn!  Music is 
a universal language and as such it challenges us to 
communicate and relate to each other on a deeper level.  
We will take music from such classics as Annie, Peter Pan, 
The Sound of Music, and Oliver while throwing in new and 
exciting material from Newsies, Seussical, Frozen, and
more!  Focusing on vocal technique, harmonies, and 
choreography students will have the opportunity to work on 
solos, duets, and group numbers.  Expectations: 
mandatory memorization, regular attendance, 1-1.5 hours 
a week outside of class.  Parents will be asked to provide 
five to ten hours of production work throughout the year in 
costumes, props, makeup, ticket work, house 
management, etc. 

Open Study Hall 
Teacher:  No Teacher Description: If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 

need to be in this room, in the quiet study hall, or in their 
car with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be 
used before your family's first class or after your family's 
last class.  Study hall students under eight must have an 
adult, who is directly responsible for them, in the room 
with them at all times.  This room is intended for visiting, 
games, or group activities.  Behavior and volume should 
reflect an appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents
and fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed. 
Quiet studying is available in the quiet study hall or may be 
done in your car with parental supervision. 

Quiet Study Hall 
Teacher:  No Teacher Description: If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 

need to be in this room, in the open study hall, or in their 
car with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be 
used before your family's first class or after your family's 
last class.  Study hall students under eight must have an 
adult, who is directly responsible for them, in the room 
with them at all times.  This study hall is intended for 
silent, independent studying.  It may also be used by
parents who are quietly working with their students.  
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Visiting, group activities, or games are not allowed in this 
room.  Respectful behavior is expected.  Food and 
beverages are NOT allowed.  Quiet studying may also be 
done in your car with parental supervision. 

Spanish 4 

Teacher:  Janet Cairns
Age:  16 & up
Prerequisite:  Spanish 3 or 
teacher’s permission.
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$40 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  Ordering information will 
be sent by email:
1) El Tesoro De La Sierra Madre, 
by B. Traven
2) Second Spanish Novel TBA

Description: Spanish 4 will be a fun class where we will 
read and discuss (in Spanish) the book: El tesoro de la 
Sierra Madre.  After reading this book, the class will watch 
the movie version with  Spanish subtitles.  The second 
semester we will read another Spanish novel.  The 
emphasis is on the use and comprehension of Spanish.  
This class will be taught in Spanish with the students 
speaking Spanish in class as they discuss the books.  There 
will be two to three hours of homework per week.

WOW! Science 

Teacher:  Terry Brenna
Age:  9 - 12
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$35 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  1) Lyrical Life Science 
Volumes 1 and 2, by Doug and 
Dorry Eldon, ISBN: 09646367-00
and - 27
2) Purchase of Workbooks and 
song tapes/CDs are optional

Description: Enjoy a year of celebrating life as we explore 
the natural history and scientific Wonders of Washington 
(WOW!).  From acorns to zooplankton, we'll study all living 
things and their unique designs with an entertaining twist -
memorable melodies that help us reinforce and remember 
this introduction to biology.  With emphasis on the flora 
and fauna of Washington State, classes alternate between 
lectures and demonstrations by the teacher and "show and 
tell" presentations by the students.  Approximately 2 hours 
of weekly homework will consist of reading a chapter, 
learning vocabulary and a song (Don't worry! Singing in 
class is not required.), completing research, and preparing 
the next week's presentation.  

Writer’s Workshop 

Teacher:  Emily Lorelli
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  1) Writing with Style:
Conversations on the Art of 
Writing, by Joseph Trimble, 3rd 
edition, (suggest buying a used 
copy as a new book is very 
expensive) 
2) The Elements of Style, by 
William Strunk Jr. and E. B. 
White, 4th edition

Description: The Writer’s Workshop will develop high 
school students’ expository writing.  The class will focus on 
how to compose interpretive essays, but will also include 
persuasive essay and personal narrative.  In this class, 
students will: construct detailed outlines and use them as 
prewriting tools, develop an awareness of their reader, use 
concrete evidence to illustrate points, study and apply 
syntactical patterns to compose powerful arguments, 
review grammar and punctuation rules to become adept 
editors, discover their unique writing voice, and practice 
many other skills necessary to developing writers.  
Students will have weekly writing and grammar 
assignments of varying length.  Students should anticipate 
2-3 hours of homework each week.  This class is worth half 
an English credit.  This class taken along with Reader’s 
Workshop equals one full English credit. 
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Yearbook Ends at 12:30

Teacher:  Rebecca Calvo
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  Working 
knowledge and understanding of 
the basic functions of laptop
computers.
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes 
yearbook staff hoodie.

Description: The Connections’ Yearbook is student-
developed, with parental involvement, using a yearbook 
publisher and web based design service.  A wireless 
enabled laptop is required for each student for in-class 
instruction.  Homework during the week can be done on 
any internet enabled computer from home.  The students 
will plan, photograph, and layout the entire Connections’
Yearbook.  They will receive instruction in layout and 
design, web-based publishing, and digital photography 
techniques.  Having a digital camera available for use and 
experience in using one is a plus.  Approximately 2-5 hours 
of outside classroom time per week will be needed to 
photograph classes and activities, conduct interviews, and 
complete online projects, which will require students be 
self-motivated and able to work independently.  Additional 
training or work-parties outside of class may be necessary 
and scheduled, especially as we approach deadlines. 
Emphases will be placed on learning to work as a team, 
setting goals, working with and learning about budgets, 
time management and task completion, and finally 
producing and marketing the yearbook.  Fundraising will be 
a required part of this class.  Students will be expected to 
secure advertisements and participate in any other class-
determined fundraisers.  Students will receive grades based 
on attendance, fund-raising participation, quality of work 
produced, and deadlines met.  Students and parents must 
sign a contract making a strong commitment to remain in 
the class for the entire year and participate in the success 
of the yearbook, anticipated by all of Connections.  Having 
fun in this class will be mandatory, as well as the eating of
chocolate.  Email the teacher 
(rebeccacalvo.yearbook@gmail.com) to discuss this class 
further. 

Wednesday, 1:05 PM to 2:05 PM

Beginning Band - Day 2 Meets both days

Teacher:  Robin Stangland
Age:  10 & up

Description: This is the second day of band class per 
week.  Please look at the full class description from 
Monday.  Starting in January we will use Wednesday for 
sectionals and only have full band on Wednesday twice a 
month.  With Robin’s approval, second year students will 
only need to come to band on Monday.  Wednesday only 
will not work.

Drama Improvisation/Acting Technique 

Teacher:  Marianni Groves
Age:  12 & up
Cost:  $55 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per 

Description: The basis for all acting performance starts 
with a sense of play.  The class will begin with learning 
theatersports style improvisation games.  We will then 
move into the introduction of acting technique where 
students will learn to quickly establish character,
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semester relationships, conflict, and story.  As the class progresses
and students gain confidence we will turn our attention to 
acting technique.  We will introduce the actors to text 
analysis, character arc, subtext, given circumstances, and 
more.

Earth Science 

Teacher:  Cyd Adler
Age:  11 - 13
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$55 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes student 
lab manual and lab supplies.
Text:  Space & Earth Science
Student text, 3rd edition/2005, 
Bob Jones Curriculum Press, 
ISBN: 97815916629900

Description: The student text is newly revised to proclaim 
God's handiwork through the study of the physical 
universe. We will study scientific philosophy and models, 
meteorology, geology, oceanography / hydrology and outer 
space. Videos, lecture and many hands-on experiments 
keep students engaged and learning. Homework is ~3 
hours a week.

Great Books: The Medieval Mindset 

Teacher:  Alex Binz
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  Familiarity with 
ancient and medieval world 
history will be helpful, but not
necessary.
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  1) The Discarded Image 
(by C.S. Lewis), 
ISBN: 0521734320
2) The Consolation of Philosophy, 
by Boethius, ISBN: 0140447806
3) Inferno, by Dante, translated 
by Robert Pinsky, 
ISBN: 0374524521
4) Purgatory, by Dante, 
translated by Anthony Esolen, 
ISBN: 0812971256
5) Paradise by Dante, translated 
by Anthony Esolen, 
ISBN: 0812977262
6) Richard II, by Shakespeare, 
ISBN: 0743484916

Description: C.S. Lewis once wrote, of 'The Consolation of 
Philosophy,' that “Until about two hundred years ago it 
would, I think, have been hard to find an educated man in 
any European country who did not love it.  To acquire a 
taste for it is almost to become naturalized in the Middle 
Ages.” That quote captures the essential purpose of this 
class.  While most survey courses are content to play the 
tourist – moving at breakneck pace from book to book –
this course will encourage students to put themselves in 
the medieval shoes, to better understand what these 
authors believed, assumed, and cared about.  This is a 
literature class, so students should prepare for quite a bit 
of reading.  The assigned texts are both challenging and 
rewarding, so I suggest scheduling around four hours a 
week (even if the passages won't take that long to finish).  
Students will be assigned to write a short paragraph each 
week, a five-paragraph essay to be submitted by winter 
break, and a longer research essay to be completed by the 
end of the year.

More High School English

Teacher:  Laurie Morrison
Age:  15 & up
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$20 copy/supply fee per year

Description: This comprehensive one-credit English class 
will cover writing, grammar, vocabulary, and literature.  
Literature covered this year will include selected short 
stories, essays, poetry, and plays, plus a novel, Pride and 
Prejudice by Jane Austen.  A variety of writing skills will be 
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Text:  1) Writers Inc 2006; by 
Patrick Sebranek, Dave Kemper, 
and Verne Meyer; available from
greatsource.com;
ISBN: 0-669-52994-X
(hardcover) or
ISBN: 0-669-52995-8
(softcover).  Note:  Letters on 
cover INC are green, not orange
2)Prentice-Hall Gold Literature 
text
ISBN: 978-0137224227 or
ISBN:  0137224222
3) Pride and Prejudice, Dover 
Thrift Study Edition, 
ISBN: 978-0486475646 or 
ISBN:  0486475646
4) Grammar study materials 
provided by teacher

taught including process, expository, literary analysis, and 
persuasive essay format, and the writing of short stories 
and poems.  Terms of literary analysis will also be studied.  
Proofreading of common mistakes in sentences and
paragraphs will be covered in weekly practice and quizzes. 
Students may be offered the opportunity to attend events 
or to do further research relevant to the class materials for 
extra credit and for their own enrichment. 

Mostly Acapella Vocal 

Teacher:  Debbie Menzies
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$40 copy/supply fee per year

Description: Acapella music is a great way to develop 
your musical 'ear' and singing skills.  It's challenging and 
very fun!  This class will focus on learning advanced vocal 
techniques to expand your vocal flexibility, range, and 
tonality.  Our music will vary and may include traditional, 
contemporary, barber shop, and even songs in other 
languages.  Worship will be a focus, too.  Sometimes we 
incorporate other instruments and movement.  There may 
be opportunities for ensemble and solo work depending on 
the class size from year to year.  You will perform in two 
recitals per year including a mass choir experience at each 
recital.  Practice time: 3-4 hours per week.  Choir 
experience and harmony skills are preferred but not 
necessary. 

Open Study Hall

Teacher:  No Teacher Description: If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 
need to be in this room, in the quiet study hall, or in their 
car with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be 
used before your family's first class or after your family's 
last class.  Study hall students under eight must have an 
adult, who is directly responsible for them, in the room 
with them at all times.  This room is intended for visiting, 
games, or group activities.  Behavior and volume should 
reflect an appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents
and fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed. 
Quiet studying is available in the quiet study hall or may be 
done in your car with parental supervision. 

Photography
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Teacher:  Rebecca Calvo
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $65 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per year

Description: This class will cover the basic functions of 
digital cameras, including DSLRs and point and shoots.  
Students will gain confidence in their ability to handle their 
cameras, moving from the auto mode into the more 
specific program modes.  The emphasis of this class will be 
to use a creative approach to capturing images, allowing 
the students to find their own "voice" while understanding
the basic elements of photography:  aperture, shutter and
ISO.  Students will need a basic digital camera, a laptop 
with wireless internet capability, and a working knowledge 
of their computer.  The student will also be using a photo 
editing program on their laptop and will receive help 
deciding on that program during class.  As a class, we will 
focus on encouraging developing a personal style and 
standards, working individually and as a team, giving and 
receiving constructive criticism, learning to catalog and 
organize photos and producing an actual print.  Students 
will build their own portfolios and display their work twice 
during the school year.  They will be expected to use their 
cameras, edit, upload, and print their photos in class as 
well as at home. 

Quiet Study Hall 

Teacher:  No Teacher Description: If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 
need to be in this room, in the open study hall, or in their 
car with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be 
used before your family's first class or after your family's 
last class.  Study hall students under eight must have an 
adult, who is directly responsible for them, in the room 
with them at all times.  This study hall is intended for 
silent, independent studying.  It may also be used by
parents who are quietly working with their students.  
Visiting, group activities, or games are not allowed in this 
room.  Respectful behavior is expected.  Food and 
beverages are NOT allowed.  Quiet studying may also be 
done in your car with parental supervision. 

Spanish 2 

Teacher:  Janet Cairns
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  Spanish 1B or 
teacher’s permission.
Cost:  $65 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$40 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes a binder, 
worksheets, binder inserts, and a 
bimonthly Spanish magazine.
Text:  Books available from
www.amazon.com:
1) Spanish for Mastery 2: Entre 
nosotros, by Valette and Valette, 
ISBN: 0-669-31341-6

Description: The students in Spanish 2 will learn oral and 
written Spanish at a more advanced level.  Students will 
study Spanish grammar as they learn to converse in this 
wonderful language.  They will study direct and indirect 
object pronouns, reflexive verbs, commands, preterite 
tense, imperfect tense, and an introduction to the
subjunctive.  Increased Spanish conversation is 
emphasized as the students expand their knowledge of 
grammar.  We will go to a nearby Mexican restaurant 
where the students will order in Spanish.  This is a non-
Connections sponsored activity.  Spanish 2 covers the 
entire second year of High School Spanish.  It is a very 
intense class, as it goes twice as fast as either Spanish 1A 
or 1B, and the material is very advanced.  Plan on 3-4 
hours of homework a week.  

Page 15 of 20Homeschool Connections | Course Description

2/11/2017http://server/CoursesPrint.aspx?day=W



2) Spanish for Mastery 2: Entre 
nosotros, Expanded Workbook, 
ISBN: 0-669-31363-7
3) Highly Recommended: 501 
Spanish Verbs, by Christopher 
Kendris, any edition
4) Spanish/English dictionary

Watercolor Multi Mediums and More 
Teacher:  Rene Therrien
Age:  9 & up
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$50 copy/supply fee per 
semester
Cost Details:  Includes all types 
of paper, paint, brushes, pencils, 
pens, crayons, erasers, chalk, 
glue, tape, portfolio. dividers. tri-
folds, etc.

Description: Watercolor Multi Mediums and More is a class 
designed to encourage anyone who wants to be an artist.  
The atmosphere is meant to invite the student to create.  
As God is the master artist, we will imitate His grand works 
through drawing and painting.  A series of thirty two art 
projects will be completed over the course of the year and 
be collected in the student’s personal art portfolios.  These 
projects will include drawing techniques, graphic design, 
layout, matting and framing, landscapes, still life, pen and 
ink, and painting.  Not to mention the “and More” of the 
class, this is truly left up to the Lord and any student
requests.  In the spring there will be an art show where 
each artist will be able to share and show their work to our
community.  A certificate of completion will be rewarded for
participating in this event.  This course is meant to awaken
the artist within so that they can use the many talents the 
Lord has given them!  

Wednesday, 2:15 PM to 3:15 PM 

Algebra 1
Teacher:  Dimona Levari
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  Pre-Algebra
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$15 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes copies of 
worksheets that supplement the 
work in the textbook.
Text:  Textbook can be 
purchased on line or borrowed 
from the teacher with a cash 
deposit of $20 on the first day of 
class. The deposit will be
returned in exchange for the 
book a week before the end of 
the year:
1) McDougal Littel Algebra 1, 
ISBN: 978-0-618-59402-3 or 
ISBN: 0-618-59402-7
2) The TI graphing calculator is 
required (TI-83, TI-84,TI-84 
PLUS C or TI-84 PLUS CE)

Description: The content of this class is a comprehensive 
Algebra 1 curriculum with special emphasis on Linear and 
Quadratic functions, technical algebraic skills, graphing, 
strategies to solve word problems and test preparedness.  
We will also use the TI-84 calculator since it is commonly 
used on state tests and the SAT/ACT tests.  The students 
are expected to take notes (or pictures of the board) and
ask questions, and it is highly recommended to participate. 
Videos (produced by the teacher) will be provided to assist 
with homework during the week or can be watched in 
advance to 'flip' the classroom and be better prepared for 
the coming lesson.  The textbook has solutions to the odd 
problems which will allow students to check their work.  
Students and parents may contact the teacher during the 
week with questions as needed.  An Honors grade is 
offered to those who are driven to do extra work on their
own that the teacher will assign from the book. 
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Ancient History
Teacher:  Kari Renkema
Age:  11 - 13
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$35 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes 
notebook and project materials.
Text:  1) The Story of the World, 
Volume 1:  Ancient Times, by 
Susan Wise Bauer, 
ISBN: 978-1-93339-01-6
2) Volume 1: Ancient Times, 
Tests and Answer Key
3) D'Aulaire's Book of Greek 
Myths, by Edgar and Ingri Parin 
D'Aulaire
4) The Wanderings of Odysseus, 
by Rosemary Sutcliff
5) Hittite Warrior, by Joanne 
Williamson

Description: Did you know King Nebuchadnezzar knew 
Jeremiah?  Did you know Cleopatra had twins?  Ancient 
history is not only fascinating in its own right, but is 
essential to understanding the roots of our western
civilization.  The ancient world is also the world of the
Bible.  Come with us on an exciting journey as we study 
the cultures, geography, people, and events of the 
western, ancient world.  Egypt, the Near East, Persia, 
Greece, and Rome are among the civilizations that will be 
covered in the course.  Connecting the timeline of major 
Bible events and people to its broader context will be a 
major emphasis of the class.  Our "spine" textbook will be 
the first in the "Story of the World" series by Susan Wise 
Bauer entitled Volume 1:  Ancient Times.  However, the 
course will cover MUCH more depth and detail than the 
book.  There will be map work with an eye for how 
geography affects history.  Weekly assignments will include
readings from Story of the World, additional books,  and 
may include map work and optional written homework.  
The teacher is flexible and happy to work with students of 
all academic abilities.

High School Drama Ends at 3:30
Teacher:  Marianni Groves
Age:  15 & up
Cost:  $60 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$35 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Plus a $175-$275 
Production Fee determined by 
number of actors enrolled and 
demands of the show.

Description: Shakespeare Year (we work on a 3 year 
rotation).  Serious drama, serious commitment, serious 
fun.  This class is for those who know they love theater and 
are ready to stretch themselves.  Expect line, music, and 
choreography memorization, fundraising, and production
work; including sets, costumes, choreography, and much 
more.  This class requires preparation time of 1-5 hours a 
week outside of class.  Because drama is a team activity, 
all rehearsals are mandatory.  Early in the year, there will 
also be a schedule handed out of mandatory outside-of-
class-time rehearsals, most of which will be close to the 
production date.  Each family must agree to have their 
student at all of these rehearsals before the student 
accepts his/her part.  Regular attendance in class is also 
expected.  The parents in each family will be expected to
attend several meetings throughout the year (probably 
during lunch hour) and to take on a production job.  Expect 
your production job to call for 20-50 hours throughout the 
year culminating toward production dates.  Each family will 
need to sign a contract agreeing to all of the above to 
confirm their enrollment in the class.  Our tech week dates 
are end of April to early May - definite dates TBD.  
Students will have the opportunity to TOTALLY earn the 
production fee through fundraising opportunities IF they 
choose to participate. 

Marine Biology Ends at 3:45
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Teacher:  Cyd Adler
Age:  14 & up
Cost:  $80 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$65 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes bound 
lab notebooks, dissection
specimens, and lab supplies.
Text:  Exploring Creation with 
Marine Biology, by Sherri 
Seligson, Apologia Educational 
Ministries, hardcover, 
ISBN: 9781932012583

Description: This Christ-centered class in Marine Biology 
concentrates on marine wildlife and marine habitats. It 
provides a survey of members of each biological kingdom 
in marine environments. The course covers microscopic 
organisms that make life in the ocean possible. Also, the 
anatomy of many macroscopic marine creatures such as 
clams, starfish, and sharks and how these creatures and 
their physical surroundings form marine ecosystems such 
as intertidal zones, estuaries, coral reefs, continental shelf 
communities, epipelagic communities, and deep-ocean 
communities will be studied. This course contains many 
experiments, and includes microscopy and dissection. Class 
time will be used for lecture, videos and experiments.
Students will be expected to read 20-25 pages of text, 
complete study guides, tests and lab notebook entries for 
each module (2 weeks/module).

Open Study Hall 
Teacher:  No Teacher Description: If a student is not enrolled in a class, they 

need to be in this room, in the quiet study hall, or in their 
car with their parent.  This study hall can only be used 
during or between your family’s classes.  It can NOT be 
used before your family's first class or after your family's 
last class.  Study hall students under eight must have an 
adult, who is directly responsible for them, in the room 
with them at all times.  This room is intended for visiting, 
games, or group activities.  Behavior and volume should 
reflect an appropriate indoor level, honoring both parents
and fellow students.  Food and beverages are allowed. 
Quiet studying is available in the quiet study hall or may be 
done in your car with parental supervision. 

Walking Through the Old Testament 
Teacher:  Debbie Menzies
Age:  12 & up
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per year
Text:  Bible for class use, any
version

Description: Want to grow in your relationship with God?  
Want to understand His Word better?  This class will help 
you do that as we learn about and read the Old 
Testament!  We will study the main themes, characters and 
lessons from each book.  Your homework is reading your 
Bible and can be incorporated into your personal devotional 
times.  The class is interactive, exciting, and educational.  
It will not only be a year of learning but also a year of 
spiritual growth! 

Watercolor Multi Mediums and More 
Teacher:  Rene Therrien
Age:  7 - 12
Cost:  $70 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$50 copy/supply fee per 
semester
Cost Details:  Includes all types 
of paper, paint, brushes, pencils, 

Description: Watercolor Multi Mediums and More is a class 
designed to encourage anyone who wants to be an artist.  
The atmosphere is meant to invite the student to create.  
As God is the master artist, we will imitate His grand works 
through drawing and painting.  A series of thirty two art 
projects will be completed over the course of the year and 
be collected in the student’s personal art portfolios.  These 
projects will include drawing techniques, graphic design, 
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pens, crayons, erasers, chalk, 
glue, tape. portfolio, dividers, tri-
folds, etc.

layout, matting and framing, landscapes, still life, pen and 
ink, and painting.  Not to mention the “and More” of the 
class, this is truly left up to the Lord and any student
requests.  In the spring there will be an art show where 
each artist will be able to share and show their work to our
community.  A certificate of completion will be rewarded for
participating in this event.  This course is meant to awaken
the artist within so that they can use the many talents the 
Lord has given them!  

Youth and Government Ends at 3:30
Teacher:  Alex Binz
Age:  14 & up
Prerequisite:  Students will 
need a basic grasp of writing and 
editing skills.  Other skills (and a
basic familiarity with American 
civics) will be helpful, but not
necessary.
Cost:  $50 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$30 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Includes 
preliminary and final 'Bill Book,'
handouts, and resources.

Description: This class offers a practical approach to 
learning American government and civics.  The class will be 
modeled as a delegation for the YMCA Youth Legislature 
(with the option of actually participating in that program), 
and will thus be primarily student-led.  At the beginning of 
the year, students will elect fellow students to chair each 
meeting, keep the minutes, and maintain order using
parliamentary procedure.  Each week there will be a 
program by the teacher/advisor, which will provide lessons 
on American politics and government, the U.S. Constitution 
and Bill of Rights, the Washington State Constitution, how 
Congress and state legislatures function and where they 
differ, how laws are made and the reasons for voting for or 
against them, and how the press and lobbying
organizations may influence the legislative process.  Over 
the course of the year, students will learn how to debate 
using parliamentary procedure or ‘parli pro,’ how to 
conduct a sustained research project, how to write a bill or 
memorial, and how to argue persuasively for that bill in 
class and potentially in Olympia, in the very same 
chambers of the State Senate and House of
Representatives where the bills that govern Washington 
state are debated and passed.  As a personal note, I (Alex 
Binz) participated in a Youth and Government class when I 
was in high school, and it remains one of my fondest 
memories and one of my favorite classes in all my time 
growing up.  I am eager and excited by the chance to 
return to this program as a teacher.

Throughout the day 

Private Piano Lessons
Teacher:  Robert Campbell
Cost:  $230 tuition, 1 of 4
payments;
$20 copy/supply fee per year
Cost Details:  Tuition covers 
eight, 30 minute lessons; longer 
lessons available for an additional 
cost.  Supply fee is for spring 
recital.

Description: Robert Campbell’s desire is to make piano 
lessons fun and meaningful for all his students.  Beginning 
through advanced students are invited to take lessons with 
Robert.  For a free consultation, please see Robert on 
Monday or Wednesday or call him (425-273-5657) to 
schedule an appointment.  Most lessons are 30 minutes.  If 
this is the only Connections’ lesson/class you sign up for, 
you will need to register with Homeschool Connections by 
submitting a Registration Contract and paying the 
registration fee.
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